THE LAST DAYS.

LXXXVII.   THE CONDITIONS OP WELFARE.

WHEN the Blessed One was residing on the mount
called Vulture's Peak, near Rajagriha, Ajatasha-
tru the king of Magadha, who reigned in the place of
Bimbisara, planned an attack on the Vriji, and he said
to Varshakara, his prime minister : " I will root out the
Vriji, mighty though they be. I will destroy the Vriji;
I will bring them to utter ruin ! Come now, O Brah-
man, and go to the Blessed One; inquire in my name
for his health, and tell him my purpose. Bear care-
fully in mind what the Blessed One may say, and re-
peat it to rne, for the Buddhas speak nothing un-
true."                                                                       i
When Varshakara, the prime minister, had greeted
the Blessed One and delivered his message, the ven-
erable Ananda stood behind the Blessed One and
fanned him, and the Blessed One said to him : " Have
you heard, Ananda, that the Vriji hold full and fre-
quent public assemblies?"                                        2
"Lord, so I have heard/' replied he. y
" So long, Ananda," said the Blessed One, <c as the
Vriji hold these full and frequent public assemblies,
they may be expected not to decline, but to prosper.
So long as they meet together In concord, so long as
they honor their elders, so long as they respect woman-